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10–14 CHURCHGATE, HALLATON: 
FURTHER DISCOVERIES

Nick Hill

This building was the subject of detailed recording in 2002 and a previous article 
in Transactions (Hill 2003). It had a high-quality timber frame with an unusual 
‘stub tie beam’ roof, for which tree-ring dating indicated a likely date of c.1484–
1509. It was suggested that this building, clearly of high status, was once one of 
the two main manor houses of Hallaton. During the previous recording, only the 
interior details of the timber frame were visible. In 2011, during the course of 
major re-rendering works, much of the exterior was uncovered briefly, revealing 
further details of the structure of the building, including a finely carved main 
doorway. 

The original building was of six bays, with the three main bays subdivided into 
intermediate bays at roof level. As reconstructed, there was a three-bay open hall 
to the west, with a three-bay chamber to the east on the first floor above service 
rooms (Fig. 1). As the roof of the open hall had no trace of smoke-blackening, it was 
concluded that it was built from the start with a lateral fireplace, an unusual feature 
at this early date. 

On the south front, the whole of the timber-framing was revealed at first-floor level 
(Figs 2 and 3). Details of the frame were generally much as previously reconstructed, 
with heavy close-studding and large curved down-braces to the corners and the main  
posts of T3 and T5. On the ground floor, a major discovery was made: the head 
of the original main doorway, located just where it had been shown on the earlier 
reconstruction drawing. The doorway was unusually wide (1,200mm), with a head 
of ‘Tudor arch’ shape, the spandrels finely decorated with a pattern of chip-carving 
and diamond-shaped flowers (Figs 4 and 5). Evidently the doorway had survived 
into later centuries as a focal feature, as the date 1693 and the owner’s initials 
TC had been painted onto the upper moulding of the lintel. The remainder of the 
exposed ground floor was faced in stone or brickwork, revealing no further details 
of the timber frame. 

On the rear north side, the exterior was uncovered from the north-west corner 
up to cross-frame T3, where an adjoining building abuts (Fig. 6). On the first floor, 
close-studding and down-braces were similar to those on the south front, except 
that the intermediate post of T5 also had down-braces. Below and at the east end, 
there were various phases of rebuilding in stone and brick. 

The east gable framing was revealed to the first floor and roof gable; the latter 
recorded from the inside in 2002 (Fig. 7). Two features of particular interest came to 
light here. An original window opening was found, 850mm square, with a pegged 
head and cill, and evidence for three mullions (Fig. 8). The central mullion was 
pegged only at the top and had been replaced with a later stud. The two side mullions 
remained in situ, tenoned but not pegged. The mullions were of roughly square 
profile, but heavily eroded. The jambs had no glazing rebate, so the opening was 
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Fig. 1. Reconstruction of original building (as Hill 2003), with three-bay open hall and 
first-floor chamber.
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Fig. 2. The south front with timber frame, exposed in 2011.

Fig. 3. A photo-reconstruction of the south front as original (John Morison).
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Fig. 5. Detail of carved door head, with paintwork added in 1693.

Fig. 4. Front doorway with ‘Tudor arch’ head.
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Fig. 7. The east gable, with first-floor window visible just right of centre below the tie-
beam, and the blocked garderobe doorway to the right.

Fig. 6. The rear north side with timber frame, as exposed in 2011.
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presumably shuttered not glazed, as would be expected at this date. An interesting 
detail of the window was that the mullions were jointed into a secondary head, 
not the primary tie-beam above. The tie-beam, however, carried mortices for two 
wall studs, which must have been cut in error, as the head and cill of the window 
were clearly original, being tenoned and pegged to the studs. This point has a wider 
significance elsewhere in the building, as it indicates that the presence of peg holes 
for studs in the front and rear wall-plates does not prove the absence of a window. 
The previous report remarked upon the unusual absence of windows in the upper 
storey front wall of the open hall, but this new evidence shows there may have been 
a window in bay T2/T3. 

The second feature found in the east gable was evidence for a projecting 
garderobe for the first floor chamber. There was a small doorway opening in the 
frame at the north-east corner, 470mm wide and 1,600mm high, with a fully pegged 
lintel (Fig. 9). Strangely, there were also peg holes for a down-brace which would 
have blocked the doorway – another carpenter’s error, it seems. The presence of the 
garderobe is further attested by two large pegged mortices near the top of the north-
east corner post, and a matching mortice near the top of a wall stud further south. 
This indicates a timber structure of c.1,500mm in width, projecting outwards from 
the east gable. 

One further feature revealed to the external framing deserves mention. There 
was extensive evidence of the original timber infill panels. These were formed not 
with timber wattling, but with thinly laminated stones, wedged into ‘V’ grooves in 
the studs and plastered externally with a hard white plaster, probably of gypsum 

Fig. 8. Detail of first-floor window to east 
gable, with two original mullions.

Fig. 9. The head of the garderobe 
doorway at the north-east corner.
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(Fig. 10). The author has recorded similar panel infill locally elsewhere on internal 
partitions – for example, at 50 Well Street, Langham, Rutland, tree-ring dated to 
1468 (Hill 2015, 83); Manor Farmhouse, Kibworth Harcourt (tree-ring dated to 
1385); and Anne of Cleves House, Melton Mowbray (tree-ring dated to 1479). 

In a recent re-examination of the building, details of the internal first-floor 
structure were confirmed. Heavy joists, 125mm deep and 175mm wide, with plain 
chamfers, were found in the northern part of bay T4/T5. The original upper floor 
structure is clearly of high quality, as are all the details that have been revealed of 
this fine building. 
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Fig. 10. Detail of typical original infill 
panel with stone slates and gypsum 

plaster.




